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Getting Ready

Getting ready for a garage sale

Most people have a tendency to accumulate things that they 

don't really need.  Some have remained unused and good as new 

while some have remained idle in storage.  People who have plenty of 

things which have remained unused for a long time should think about 

disposing of them to make room for more important things.

There are several choices available for those who would like to 

get rid of unused things in their homes.  Unused clothes, toys, shoes 

and books can be donated to charity or they can be thrown away in 

the garbage.  However, there is a better option which can earn the 

owner additional cash in a short time.  

Most Americans are going crazy over garage sales as a venue for 

alternative shopping.  Professional buyers even look out for garage 

sales to make sure they will be the first ones to look for worthwhile 

and valuable things that are considered trash by some people.  A 

garage sale can also be a money making venue for people who have 

accumulated items which they no longer see as essential parts of their 



lives.

A garage sale may look like a simple and uncomplicated way of 

selling things that a person no longer wants but it is actually hard 

work.  People who want to hold a garage sale should prepare for the 

sale in terms of getting the items they want to get rid of and then 

sorting them out and pricing them.

Before holding a garage sale, make sure that you have enough 

items to stir the interest of your neighbors and the prospective buyers. 

A garage sale with only a few items won't attract customers.  Garage 

sale patrons will expect a garage sale to carry diverse items from 

clothing, kitchen wares, shoes, curios and any other item under the 

sun.  So if you have very few items then it is best to wait or talk to 

friends and neighbors who may want to join your garage sale so you 

can present more items.

However, if the whole neighborhood has scheduled a garage sale 

then you can go on with your own garage sale.  A community garage 

sale will be more attractive to buyers and they will be scouting the 

whole neighborhood for interesting stuff.  



Advertising is an important part of every garage sale because it 

is one way of telling your buyers that you intend to hold a garage sale 

at a specific time.  You can make your own signs or get the services of 

a signage professional.  Make the sign as attractive as possible to 

make sure it attracts the attention of potential buyers.  Also make sure 

to have the exact date, time and place of the garage sale printed on 

the signage.

You can also promote your garage sale by printing some leaflets 

and distributing them in the neighborhood.  Post flyers in visible areas 

announcing your garage sale.  Also try to experiment with teasers like 

posting signs a day before the sale to make sure that potential buyers 

don't miss your garage sale.

It will be more attractive to buyers if you put out long tables or 

shelves where you can display specific items.  Don't put different items 

together as this will only confuse you and your buyers on the price 

tags.  Remember that buyers don't have the time to rummage over 

piles of clothing ware and shoes lumped together.

We will discuss this further in upcoming chapters, but make sure 

you arrange the clothes in such a way to give the buyers an idea of 



the sizes or the price of the items.  It would be best to hang the 

clothes so the buyers can see them easily.  Shoes can be arranged on 

shelves or on top of the table.

While a garage sale is understood to be a sale of unwanted 

items, make sure that the items on display are cleaned ahead of time 

so they will look attractive to the buyers.  

If you have plenty of items of every kind like shorts, t-shirts or 

jackets, place them on individual tables and place a general price tag 

on the table so customers will easily know how much those items are 

at first glance.  Also avoid giving different prices for the same items 

because may turn off the buyers.

Where to get your stock/inventory

How to get stock and inventory for a garage sale.

Holding a garage sale will always be one of the easiest ways to 

dispose of unwanted stuff and earn money at the same time. 

Americans have made garage sales a regular venture and it is also 



becoming popular in other countries.

People have a tendency to accumulate things that aren't really 

very useful to them any longer.  Most of these things remain hidden in 

their stock rooms and only add to the clutter in their homes.  Some 

people can't bear to part with their old items but it is the only way to 

go if they want to rid their homes of clutter and create space for new 

and more useful items.

Holding a garage sale is easier said than done because you can't 

just hold a garage sale if you only have a few items to sell.  A garage 

sale is supposed to be an inventory sale so people will expect to see a 

variety of items from which they can take their pick.

A person planning on holding a garage sale should take stock of 

the things he has accumulated over the years.  His garage sale stock 

should be taken from items that are no longer being used by the 

household members and things which they have no future use of.

Among the things that make up the inventory of a person 

holding a garage sale are baby things that have remained in the closet 

for a long time.  Most of these items are baby carriers, unused diapers, 



mattresses, blankets, baby hats and clothes, shoes, and other baby 

items that mommy refuses to sell even if her baby is already a 

teenager.

Other items that have a tendency to be kept in the store room 

include curios and home ornaments like discarded lampshades, beds, 

dining wares, tables, and other items that are gathering dust in the 

store room.  The homeowner may have stored these items not 

because they are still being used but because they are too valuable to 

be thrown away and there is just no opportunity to dispose of them in 

a proper way.

A garage sale can't be decided on and done in one day because 

you need time to take stock of all your unused items.  Looking for 

unused items that you no longer want inside the house can take days 

so you have to plan ahead and schedule the garage sale on a Friday or 

a weekend.  In the meantime, you have to search all over your place 

for items that you want discarded and disposed of during the garage 

sale.
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